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The expansion and improvement of Psychology as an area of research, professional practice and teaching in the last decades has been extraordinary, in spite of its condition of a young science, with a little more than a century of history. The progress in its domain has been remarkable, but uneven. That state of affairs is particularly detectable in South America. It seems that is behaves accordingly to the typical characteristics of adolescence. A riotous adolescence, in which interrogations are much more than certainties, in which it is detectable a certain boldness, an immaturity that is so characteristic of teenagers. As well as the adolescents, the Psychology of today in South American countries has its alacrity, impetus, exuberance and vigor, but suffers of lack of stability and security those results from maturity. In Brazil’s specific case, but perhaps in South America in general, Psychology suffers several other limitations. The first one maybe the worst of it: what is taught, learned and practiced in many institutions preparing psychologists seem not reflecting good patterns of quality, the current state of the art and the multiplicity of progresses occurred in the lat decades that are producing better and more effective understanding of mind and behavior.
Beside that, it is necessary: (a) to invest heavily in authentic scientific knowledge and in practices supported by empirical validation (in the clinical area, empirically supported treatments, EST); (b) to offer to any student of Psychology a full, up-to-date, comprehensive and accurate understanding of scientific research and theory; (c) to overcome the worrying state of methodological poverty and naivety, reflected in poor laboratories, equipments, tests and other resources of psychological investigation and measurement, absence of bibliographical sources, limited use of computers and Internet resources; (d) to be tuned with the current panorama of the worldwide Psychology; (e) to spread reliable psychological information addressed to the general public as an antidote for charlatanism and superstition, often labeled, for example, as alternative therapies; (f) to expand opportunities of work for future psychologists; (g) to improve and expand in a significant way the psychological literature in the nation’s language; (h) to stimulate, expand and strengthen interdisciplinary bonds with other fields of scientific knowledge more related with Psychology, e.g. Neuroscience, Psychiatry, Medicine, Genetics, Gerontology, Social Problems etc.; (i) to intensify the exploration of interfaces between Psychology with sciences, policies and practices related to the main challenges and perplexities of the world of today and near future. Several examples can be mentioned: air pollution, climate changes, environmental disasters, national and global financial crises, violence and organized crime, terrorism, significant changes in the personal, family and work life, and also in the society in general, effects of media and new technologies in the lives of persons and the society in general, discrimination against minorities and poor people, care of the exceptional and the old, challenges in the various levels and modalities of formal education and so on. It can be added that the triad Psychology, Media & Education, in which the Author is working since the sixties, reflects not only his personal concerns, but mainly a large area of theory, research and action that calls for an urgent mobilization of scientists and professionals from many areas of knowledge and social influence.
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