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Rationale

The Brazilian Northeast Region has not yet found its economic aptitude, except for its large sugar cane plantations, restricted to a narrow fringe of land near the cost. An incipient production of fruits, mainly for export, and of poultry, for the local market, points toward the difficulties in establishing a profitable agriculture in the region, due to climate reasons and to the distance of its potential market. Moreover, the region has no oil, valuable minerals or a thriving industry. In this prejudicial scenario the production of knowledge and subsequent implantation of industries producing highly valued goods could be the new path to overcome poverty and unemployment. To reach this goal the region has a expressive set of large federal universities, some of the with region campi and a assemblage of smaller, usually private universities. However, these smaller teaching institutions, with poor libraries, are isolated and its professors lack an effective interaction with their colleagues at the larger universities. As the most clear consequence, the teaching quality is rather low.


The isolation and the lack of libraries push professors to an increasing dependence on internet information and on other non reliable sources. In this search for information there is not an appropriate guidance from more skilled professors. Therefore, the teaching themes are frequently distorted and permeated by trash information coming from these unreliable sources. This is specially acute when the professor tries to innovate and to jump out of the regular subjects enlisted in didactic books.


Contents innovation is a critical issue in biology and, within this area, in genetics and biotechnology. Answer to many questions are frequently polarized due to ideological bias, without any concern to their fundamental scientific basis.

A support facility designed to help the isolated professors mast take in account the low frequency of real meetings with large universities peers. The use of interner resources, therefore, is wholly justified and may represent the most efficient and cost effective way to keep a constant information flux, simultaneously reducing the need for personal contacts. This is the aim of the present work.

Website format and aims

Our proposal is not the construction of yet another distance learning website. Truly, there are many similar websites managed by large Brazilian universities, which are directly helping an increasing number of students within and outside the main campi. The Whirl Network, in contrast, is an interactive website and directed to professors as its main clients. One could still argument that such websites also exist, what is partially true. They are, however, paid services with a clear commercial objective. Moreover, the specialists attending the user demand are usually a small set of people. Moreover, peer-to-peers services are restricted and no publications comes up from the information bulk generated. Again, the Whirl Network sharply contrasts, as it is a free service, with special emphasis on peer-to-peer services. It also envisages the periodical publication of data generated within the network, which will serve as an updated source of themes for classrooms. Its  sustainability, as a non-profit service, will depend on its media visibility. 

The website is divided in a framework of actions aimed at the isolated professor. Both clients and specialists, will have to register to gain full access to the website services. Specialists will be selected from volunteers, enlisted by special public calls or by personal indication. The website will offer many of the Moodle distance learning applications, keeping however its emphasis on the professor assistance.
The basic actions are as follows:
Text Trampoline – A webpage aimed at the posting of texts related to learning, education and sciences (with the special focus of this network). It will also present comments and suggestions of new themes. Every two weeks a new text will be elected as the main study subject.

Ask me now! – A webpage to target questions and answers to specialists and users (professors). Some questions may remain initially confidential and be later released (with the corresponding answers) to the public, without an user identification. Others may enter the public area immediately, depending on the moderator decision.
How did I do it? – A webpage for experiments, success and frustrations, updated every month. For further discussion, questions can be posted to the specialist responsible for the experiment. Questions and answers may be posted back on the webpage.

Can you solve this quiz? -  A webpage with monthly updated challenges. The users can also suggest new challenges to the moderator. 

Face to face with the World – The webpage will present themes for discussion and will operate in close similarity to a blog. Themes will be renewed every month and will be taken from burning issues on genetics, biotechnology, environment and health. 
And so it was – A webpage with postings commenting on past activities, containing pictures, movies, text and papers related do early educational practices. It will be a space for an interactive thinking on learning practices, successes and falures.

Maktub! – Periodical publication (every one or two years) containing 50 most discussed texts form the Text Trampolin webpages, both in printed and in pdf format.
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