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The contemporary transdisciplinarity has its birth certificate, and it is already 15 years old: the Letter of Transdisciplinarity, produced in the First World Congress of Transdisciplinarity, written by Basarab Nicolescu, Edgar Morin and Freitas Lima, and issued in the monastery of Arrábida, Portugal, November the 6th, 1994. Since then, the UNESCO has been supporting this epistemological program, which has a been growing as an international ethical movement. This paper aims to remind some nuclear features of transdisciplinarity, and to explore its actual possibilities in terms of languages, objects and strategies.

The main target of the transdisciplinary movement is the heavy and widespread social and ethical consequences of the excessive specialization of the academic disciplines. This target, as a historical institution, has at least 200 years, and has been concentrating power along the times; nowadays, this epistemological ground embraces most of the sciences and its practices, and rules most of the relations between knowledge and society.

 If we look into the cradle of disciplinary specialization, we see the shadows of a couple full of pride: the State and the idea of progress. Although culturally cherished, the idea of progress is also a convenient mask for the capital, which, as we know very well since Marx, is a self-feeding and ever growing monster. A first image of this monster was printed in January of 1818 by Mary Shelley, and keeps being one of the most telling avatars of our ages. Frankenstein, the modern Prometheus, the creation of Doctor Frankenstein, ever wondering by the world, not only in bookstores and cinemas, but especially in academic labs and classes. I hope you never meet him in a mirror.

Assuming the call for new social and ethical grounds prompted in the Letter of Transdisciplinarity, we have to plan how to move forward. As a good inheritance of the interdisciplinary tradition, we can start formulating a set of fundamental ethical and ontological questions:

1. Who am I, and who are we?

2. What are, in an immediate and fundamental sense, body, time, space, nature, and life?  

3. Where do I am going, where are we going?

4. Who I am talking to? Who I am working for? 

This ethical and philosophical questioning can evolve very quickly into historical and social categories. A sense of complexity as well as ideas of totality are in order, stressing the connection between knowledge, society, world, responsibility, action, and future. 

The transdisciplinary letter, in its first article, condemns any definition of “man”. It is, indeed, easy and wise to perceive the risks of plastering an image of man. However, mankind has some properties that must be perceived and managed strategically. So, what are knowledge, perception, language, and power? 

The road to transdisciplinarity depends mostly on ethical, and social movements performed by men and women of science, and its impact over the institutions. It means considering the Campus and the academic life as strategic meeting point, instead of as a battlefield or as a scenario for pride and power. It means opening doors and, also, accepting as true contributions the spontaneous and sometimes disturbing signals coming from the outside, even if they come from some normally despised fields, like the Arts, pop culture, freshmen, religion, or our colleague next door. At last, how can we get a true sense of being, without the help of artistic, poetic, and humanistic mirrors? How can we define what is body, time, space, nature, and life, without an open and advanced interpretation of culture? Transdisciplinarity can mean, in such conditions, a true source for the renovation of paradigms, as well as a  good connection between knowledge, University, science, life, and future.
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